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The Carol of the Birds
(Traditional, with additional lyrics by Gary Fry)

When in the eastern skies the wondrous star did rise
And fill the air with splendor

Came birds in joyful throng to sound their dainty song
In a carol sweet and tender

Hosanna to the Child and to His Mother mild

Full reverently to render

The nightingale sang sweet the Holy Babe to greet

In Mary's arms a-lying

The cuckoo and the quail flew over hill and dale

In admiration vying

The barn owl's eyes were dim; such radiance blinded him
But onward he went flying

The white dove made a sigh: "To Bethlehem I'll fly,

To find that lowly stable

Then | can see the Child, and watch whene'er He smiles
Within that holy gable

I'll build my nest above, show my undying love

And sing as | am able.

The noble eagle came to praise His holy name

In mightly proclamation

The sparrow then replied, "Tonight is Christmastide,
A night of jubilation."

Then did the robin sing, "Now death has lost its sting;
In Christ is our salvation."

Instrumentation

1 Flute

1 Flute (Piccolo)
2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb
2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets

3 Trombones
1 Tuba

Timpani

2 Percussion
1: Finger Cymbal, Piatti, Orchestra Bells, Tubular Bells
2: Suspended Cymbal, Mark Tree

Harp

Soprano solo
SATB Chorus, divisi

Strings

Duration: approximately 5:00
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